Pulmonary embolism during mannitol therapy.
A 25-year-old paraplegic woman suffered cardiopulmonary arrest due to a major pulmonary embolism during intravenous mannitol therapy. Although it is possible that the mannitol caused an acute episode of hemagglutination, we postulate that rapid administration of mannitol caused dilation of her venous system, causing a preexisting clot to break loose.